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sides, there was good reason to [335i.e., 331] dread
some misfortune from sickness or poverty, or some
inroad of the Savages, he yet answered courageously
that he could not die in a more favorable place than
in that where obedience had placed him, and on the
Cross which the paternal goodness and providence
of God had chosen for him; besides, charity com-
pelled him not to leave those who, through his de-
parture, would be bereft of all spiritual aid.

It seems that this act made Heaven jealous of earth
to possess so courageous a soul, for the disease known
as scurvy, common in these new settlements, spread
among these new residents; the Father was attacked
by it, and was finally stricken down on the second
day of March,—dying, after many others, on the
fourth of May. He had, in the midst of so greata
desolation, this comfort, that he had ministered to
almost all those who died, having himself carried to
the bedsides of the sick, according to the need they
had of him; and that he had prepared the others, sick
or well, to suffer patiently all that God should ordain
for them. There was only one of them who died
after him. This good Father had, besides, the
consolation of seeing himself, at least in dying, in
some respects like the great Apostle of the Indies
[336 i.e., 332] in the last century, saint Francois
Xavier,—since he was not able in this emergency to
obtain relief and help from any one in spiritual mat-
ters, and very little in temporal. He is the first one
of our Society to die from disease in these lands.
He was equally regretted by the French and by the
Savages, who honored him and loved him tenderly.

Although, in the two years or thereabout that this
good Father was in this place, he had baptized only



